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*“COMPROMISES OF THE CONSTITUTION.” 
‘“ WAGGISH ” INTERPRETATIONS, 

We have often thought that some person 
having the appropriate talent, might do a good 
service by holding up the prevailing modes of 
interpreting the Constitution to ridicule; a 
work which might be effectually done by pre- 
tending that other “ compromises ” besides those 
usually claimed, were contained in that instru- 
ment, and by imagining similar supposed neces- 
sities of thus bringing certain states “ into the 
Union.” But we were not looking for the per- 
formance of the task by so grave a theological 
Doctor as the Editor of the New York Inde- 
pendent. We are not quite certain, now, that 
we fully comprehend the drift of that Editor, 
but our readers shall have an opportunity to 
judge for themselves. In an editorial article on 
‘“ The Antt-British demonstration,” the Inde- 
pendent of June 10, the writer urges some un- 
usual objections to the restoration of the Afri- 
can Slave trade. The first of these points is 
thus stated: 








“ But the restoration of that trade would ruin instan- 
taneously one of the most important branches of our 
home industry, and of our internalcommerce. The rais- 
ing of slaves for the internal slave-trade is hardly second 
to any other department of productive industry in cer- 
tain states, especially in the great state of Virginia. The 
commercial value of the slaves in Virginia may be esti- 
mated at one hundred and forty millions of dollars ; and 
inasmuch as that value is determined by the price of 
slaves in more Southern markwts, the loss which Virginia 
would suffer in the depreciation of her slave property, 
by being brought into competition with African produ- 
cers of the same article, would not be less than seventy 
millions of dollars.” 


And this naturally introduces the second 
point, which is put thus: 


“Nor would this great decrease in the vaiue of slaves 
be balanced by a corresponding increase in the value of 
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land, (a result which takes place when slavery is abolish- 
ed by any wise and equitable process,) for in this case 
the slaves remain a burthen on the soil, and not worth 
the cost of raising and supporting them. Is it good poli- 
cy—is it statesmanlike—thus to sacrifice so important a 
branch of industry and of wealth in Virginia and the 
adjoining states for the sake of a political interest ? 

But if we take a somewhat higher view of the matter, 
we find that the old policy of suppressing the African 
slave trade capnot be reversed without a breach of pub- 
lic faith. Virginia never would have accepted the Ied- 
eral Constitution, but with the fall and clear understand- 
ing that after 1808 the foreign slave trade was to be 
Suppressed by the Federal power. The concession of 
that power to the Federal Government was the price 
which other states, North and South, paid to Virginia 
that she might give to the new Constitution and the new 
Government the strength of her support. Virginia there- 
fore has a‘right to demand the continuance of that pro- 
tection against African competition in the production 
and sale of slaves, which she contended for and bargain- 
ed for in the formation of the Federal Government, and 
without which she would be couipuiled to relinquish the 
business entirely. Any want of earnestness or thorough- 
ness against the African slave trade, is a want of faith- 
fulness to the constitutional rights of the slave-producing 
states, and especially of Virginia. Any Administration 
which connives at the use of the American flag in the 
African slave trade, violates the chief of all those com- 
promises without which a Federal Government could not 
have been instituted.” 


We are apprehensive that some readers of 
the Independent may have fallen into the mis- 
take of supposing that the editor was urging 
these objections in good earnest. We know in- 
deed, of some, who were pained, at first, with 
the suspicion that this might have been his in- 
tention. We should be unwilling to charge the 
editor with seriously impleading against the 
revival of the African slave trade, that it would 
interfere with the Virginian slave trade—or of 
seriously believing and teaching that it would 
be “a breach of public faith” on that ground, 
that the “compromises of the Constitution” 
were against it, and that Virginia would never 
have come into the Union, nor the Federal Go- 
vernment instituted, without providing for the 
protection of this “important branch of our 
home industry.” The former would be an out- 
rage upon ethics, of which even a doubter of 
the inherent sinfulness of slavery could hardly 
be guilty. The latter would suppose an igno- 
rance of the Constitution, which should hardly 
be imputed even to an editor who denies that 
the Constitution was “ordained and establish- 
ed by the people of the United States,” as the 
document itself and the framers and Federal 
Courts affirmed, but by the sovereign states. 

No! The erudite and ethical editor of the 
Independent could not have meant this. Of 
course we are shut up to the conclusion that he 
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has, all at once, become a “ Radical Abolition- 
ist,” and is making amends for past short com- 
ings, by instituting a sharp satire upon those 
modes of exposition by which he had formerly 
been misled. 


And, in truth, we can hardly imagine how it 
could have been more effectually done. Only 
think of it! Virginia in 1787, when her states- 
men were all abolitionists, when she had no 
slave trade, and could have anticipated none, 
no Whitney’s cotton gin having then been 
known, and little or no cotton culture introduc- 
ed, Virginia preparing to liberate her slaves, 
gravely stipulating, as an indispensable condi- 
tion of instituting a Federal Government that 
she should enjoy the monopoly of the future 
slave trade, after the year 1808! The concep- 
tion is decidedly rich—the satire irresistible, It 
will doubtless do much—as the writer must 
have designed—to help men laugh out of coun- 
tenance the more vague and general pretence 
that without ‘compromises of the constitution 
in favor of slavery,” the Union could not have 
been formed. 





Almost equally successful was the writer— 
whether intentionally or otherwise—in exposing 
the folly of doubting whether slavery be ma- 
lum en se, by satirizing the pretense that the 
domestic slave trade is not—and that the foreign 
trade should be treated as “piracy” for its pro- 
tection. 


This, we are persuaded, must have been the 
scope of the Editor of the Independent. Hav- 
ing been recently led to see the fallacy of his 
former views, his sense of their absurdity was 
so keen that he could not forbear to expose it 
by irony. He had, in the same article, imputed 
to Mr. John P. Hale, “the waggish Senator 
from New Hampshire,” the good “joke” of “im- 
itating the Southern Senators” by making war 
speeches ‘‘in sport,” and was thus incited to 
play the satirist himself. 
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Important Events in Aveust.—(1) Success- 
ful laying of the cable. (2) Rejection of the 
“English” bribe, by Kansas. (3) Peace be- 
tween England and China. (4) Capture of the 
American Slaver “ Echo,” (alias Gen. Putnam), 
by Lieut, Maffitt of the U. 8. Brig Dolphin. 
If the friends of Freedom and Temperance are 
now true to their professions, we may yet be 
enabled to add. (5) Commencement of a Re- 
formatory Revolution that shall overthrow par- 
tizan leaders, repudiate compromise, and save 
the nation. 


eee 
vs x “y 
3 =e . 


ae -- 
‘ e <3 2 : 


A- 


boy 
a 
te 
fy bh, 
ih 
n 
? 
+ 


Fae FES 


el? =e 
” > 








ee eee 





I a " — - 
at Pe we 4 he 2 ° 
aia Ke ei . in ~*~ a = at a = a 


gpg pe BES 


a 


Ae 
mt 
oe. 
x } 
i} 
Sak 








10 “AX 


ADICAL 


ABOLITIONIST. 





IMPIETY, LAWLESSNESS, DESPOTISM. 

in reading the speech of Senator Douglas, at Chi- 
cago, July 9, (as published in the N. Y, Times of July 
13, from the Chicago Press and Tribune,) we were 
more deeply impressed than we ever were before, with 
the inherent impiety, lawlessness and despotism of 
the doctrines therein advocated, the doctrines, we 
mean, that the majority of the people of a State have 
a moral and political right to authorize or to tolerate 
the chattel enslayement of the minority, or of any 
portion or individual of them :—the doctrine of ‘State 
Rights’ so defined as to include the right to authorize 
or permit human enslavement ;—the doctrine that a 
nation and a National Government over a confederacy 
of States, may in deference to such ‘State rights’ 
allow a part of the people of the Nation to be thus 
held in Slavery ;—the doctrine that the different 
States may therefore be suffered to authorize tho 
practice of slaveholding. | 


That these are the doctrines of the so called Dem- 
ocratic party, is well known. And it is or ought to 
be as well known, that these are the doctrines that 
have made that party the citadel of the Slave Power, 
the doctrines that they have reduced to practice in 
the Federal Administration and in the Supreme Court, 
all which is approyed by Senator Douglas, except the 
recent attempt of Pres. Buchanan to force Slavery 
upon Kansas without the consent of the majority of 
its white citizens, which Mr. Douglas opposed, as_be- 
ing inconsistent with the principle itself, which re- 
cognizes in such a majority, the ultimate authority, 
to do what it pleases. 


Very consistently with this, Mr. Douglas justifies 
the holding of the colored race in a depressed and 
degraded condition, on the ground of their alleged in- 
feriority, constituting the dominant race, or majority, 
their own judge, to determine their own claims over 
their brethren. On this principle, the Old Normans 
in England had a perfect right to degrade, as they 
did, our Anglo-Saxon forefathers, of whom we so much 
boast. On the same principle, the English may now 
degrade the Irish of to-day, as the Trish of past cen- 
turies enslaved the English. On the same principle, 
majorities may degrade minorities, every where, the 
strong may oppress the weak, the learned may en~ 
slave the unlearned, those who most need the pro- 
tecting care of Government may, from that very 
cause, be deprived of it, and the rightful authority to 
inflict the most soul-crushing injuries needs no other 
warrant than the fancied superiority of the aggressor, 
and the actual physical ability to administer the in- 
fliction. 


If this be not the utter abrogation of all valid 
civil government, of all protecting law, of all the se- 
curities of individuals and of society—if this be not 
the extremes of anarchy and despotism combined— 
if it be not the denial of the Divine Authority, which 
enjoins equal justice, ifit be not the most arrogant 
insult to the impartial Father of all men—the Re- 
fuge of the oppressed, then have we failed to under- 
stand the meaning of the language in which the doc- 
trines are taught, even in the light of the living facts 
that enter into the illustration of them. Under their 
operation, a Republic would be impossible, or else 
a Republic must be defined to be the most intolera- 
ble tyranny on the face of the earth. 

Such is the pro-slayery Democracy, so called, with 
which the friends of free institutions in America, are 
now called to contend. 


But this is not the worst of our case, as a Nation. 
Would that it were so, but it is not, and the truth 
cannot and may not be concealed. Tt would be 
daubing with untempered mortar, and healing the 
hurt of the people slightly, to pretend that the 
Democratic party alone is»infected with this foul 
leprosy. It is not so. The gangrene has, all along, 
infected the Republican party, and in its recent as- 
sent to the Crittenden-Lecompton bill, it has mani- 
fested itself in precisely the same forms in which it 
is witnessed inj Senator Douglas himself, as he has 
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himself acknowledged and demonstrated, in this very 
speech, 

The heathenish Shibboleth of the false doctrine 16 
heard, whenever is heard the plea that the nation and 
its Government cannot protect a certain portion of 
its citizens, of a certain lineage and complexion, lest 
it should be a dangerous ‘ consolidation’ of the Goy- 
ernment, and interfere with the ‘reserved rights of 
the States’—the right of a majority of the white 
citizens to enslaye, or to authorize the enslavement of 
the blacks! It is heard whenever a pledge is expres- 
sed or implied, to abstain from interference with 
‘Slavery in the States, under the shield of State 
Sovereignty.’ It is heard whenever the claims of 
‘the white man’s party’ are paraded and, whenever 
the equal rights of the colored man are denied, or 
his claims to equal privileges disparaged. 

The all unhinging, all demoralizing, all enslaving 
dogma comes not to us, in the Democratic Journals 


alone. It comes to us also in the Republican Jour- 
nals. It comes in the Religious Anti-Slavery Jour- 


nals—the N. Y. Independent, the Doyer Morning 
Star, the Oberlin Evangelist—shall we add the Amer- 
ican Baptist? It comes from all that object against 
National abolition of Slavery in the States. 
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PERPLEXITIES OF POLITICIANS—HINTS FOR THEIR 
BENEFIT. 


It is notorious that the policy of the Republican 
party is, and has been, to shape its platforms and pro- 
fessions in such a manner as to depart as little as pos- 
sible from those of the Democratic party. 

To this end, they have always conceded to the Dem- 
ocrats the main point in the slayery controversy, 
namely, its legality and constitutionality in the slave 
States. 

lo the same end they have disclaimed the name 
and the purposes of abolitionists, in general, and the 
desire to meddle with slavery in the slaye States, in 
particular. 

'Yo this end they have vied with the Democrats in 
their expressions of contempt for the negroes, and 
have pioneered and anticipated, before hand, the de- 
cision of Judge Taney, by claiming to be, par excel~ 
lence, ‘the white man’s party.’ Witness, on this 
point, the speech of W. If. Seward, at Oswego, just 
previous to the Presidential Election, and published 
afterwards with approbation in the National Era, a 
speech denying the right of the colored man to a re~ 
sidence in tlie new territories, and charging on the 
Democratic party the atrocity of being the black man’s 
party, because they would allow the niggers to come 
North. 

To this end, notice, also, the adoption of the Doug- 
las platform, by the Republicans in the House, in their 
yote, on the Crittenden Lecompton bill, 

To the same end, a number of Republican Senators 
and at least one Representative, exerted themselves 
to out-do even the Democrats, in their ‘game of brag’ 
and bluster, about fighting Great Britain for her hay- 
ing tried to detect slavers, as her treaty stipulations 
with us, had bound her to do. 

To the same end, new efforts are now making, to 
widen the platform still farther, to bring in the 
Douglas democrats, Americans, and Tariff Whigs. 

The solicitude seems to be, how to get any lower 
and retain any issue with the Democratic party, at all. 
The Tribune and H. C. Carey, are apparently calcula- 
ting upon a protective Tariff as the chief, if not the 
only available issue for that purpose. But it strikes 
us that there is a trifling difficulty, even here. The 
difference between the Old Whigs and Democrats, 
has dwindled down to ‘ A Tariff for protection, adjus 
ted to the purposes of Revenue’ on the one hand, and 
‘A Tariff for Revenue, with incidental protection’ on 
the other—a distinction which the people failed to 
comprehend. Anda Republican Statesman, well post- 
ed up, has just assured us, that the Democrats will 
be likely to want as high a Tariff as the Republicans ! 
What then is to become of the issue for 1869, especi- 
ally if both the Tariff and the Kansas questions, 








should happen to get settled in Congress, next winter, 
as it might be somewhat difficult to prevent them 
from being. 

In such a dilemma, what should be done? An is. 
sue on the African slave trade, could hardly be rais- 
ed, if, as the National Era thinks, the Southern Dem- 
ocrats, in their zeal to protect the traffic from British 
visitation, would probably be outdone by: the Repub 
licans ! 

We will try to help our friends out of the dilemma. 
Let the next national Conventions for nominations, 
the Democratic and the Republican, be held on the 
same day, one at Baltimore, the other at Philadelphia. 
Let the two platforms be got as nearly together as it 
will do to put them, without making them exactly 
alike. Then, let Stephen A. Douglas be the Presiden- 
tial nominee of both Conventions, with a Slayeholding 
Democrat for the South, and a Free Soiler for the 
North, for Vice President, in the two Conventions. 
That would be an inproyement upon the nominations 
of Harrison and Tyler, whose politics were known 
to be opposites. Neither party could be defeated, 
the offices would be secured, and the ugly taint of 
Abolitionism, Free Soilism, and Black Republicanism 
would be gotten rid of, altogether. 





SENATOR DOUGLAS CLAIMS THE 
REPUBLICANS. 


In his speech at Chicago, July 9, Senator Douglas 
defended the foundation principle of his Kansas Nebras- 
ka bill and congratulated the assembled Democracy 
before him, on the entire success of the principle in the 
disposal made in Congress, of the Lecompton bill. He 
then said :— 


“ My friends, while I devoted my best energies, all 
my energies, mental and physical, to the vindication 
of that great principle ; and while its result has been 
such as will enable that people to come into the Union, 
with such a constitution as they desire, yet the credit 
of this great moral victory is to be divided among a 
large number of men of various and different, political 
creeds. [Cheers.] I rejoiced when I found, in this 
great contest, the Republican Party coming up man- 
fully and sustaining the principle that the people of 
each Territory, when coming into the Union, had a 
right to decide for themselves whether slavery should 
or should not exist within their limits. ( 

I had seen the time when that principle was con- 
troverted. {had seen the time when all parties did 
not recognize the right of the people to have Slavery 
or Freedom—to tolerate or prohibit Slay ory as they 
chose—but this power was claimed by the Congress 
of the United States to the exclusion of the decision 
of the people of the Territory, and when T found, up- 
on the Crittenden-Montgomery bill, the Republicans 
and the Americans of the North joining with, and 1 
may say, too, some glorious American and Old Line 
Whigs from the South, (applause) like Crittenden and 
Bell, [applause] when I saw these gentlemen uniting 
with a portion of the Democracy to carry out and 
vindicate the rights of the people, to decide whether 
Slavery should or should not exist within their limits, 
I was rejoiced within my secret soul, for I saw an in- 
dication that the American people, when they came 
to understand the principle, would give it their cor- 
dial support. 

The Crittenden bill was as fair, as perfect an expo- 
sition of the doctrine of Popular Sovereignty as could 
be carried out by any bill that man ever devised, and 
it proposed to refer the Lecompton Constitution, back 
to the people of Kansas, with the right to accept it or 
reject it, as they pleased, at a fair election to be held 
in pursuance of law ; and in the event they rejected 
it and formed another in its stead, then they became 
a state under the Constitution of which they approved. 
The bill was just in all its provisions. I gave it my 
cordial support, and I was rejoiced when I found that 
it had passed the House of Representatives, and for a 
time I entertained the hope that it would haye 
passed the Senate. 

I regard, therefore, the great principle of Popular 
Sovereignty as having been vindicated and made tri- 
umphant in this land as a permanent rule of the pub- 
lic policy in the organization of Territories and the 
admission of new States. Illinois took her position 
upon this principle many years ago. You will recol- 
lect when, in 1850, after the passage of the compro- 
mise measures of that year, returned home ; that 
there was great dissatisfaction at my course m_ Ssup- 
porting those measures. (Cry of “shame.”) 1 ap- 
pealed before the people of Chicago at a mass meeting 
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and made a vindication of each and every one of those 
measures, and by reference to that speech, which 
was printed and circulated broadcast throughout the 
State at that time, you will find that I there said 
these measures are all founded upon the great princi~ 
ple that a free people ought to possess. the right to 
form and regulate their domestic institutions in their 
own way, and while these things were conferred by 
the Constitution upon the people of the States, I saw 
no reason why the same principle should not be ex- 
tended to all the Territories of the United States. 


PRINCIPLE-—OR NO PRINCIPLE. 
The New York Times, in reply to the Charles- 
ton Mercury, on the Slave-trade, says of the 
North : 


“ We abolished the Slave-trade because it was felt to 
be a sin against God and a crime against humanity—be- 
cause it demoralized our own people, and was a fraud 
upon the free laborers of our own country. For these 
reasons, and these only, our statute-books still brand it 
as a felony, and consign those who engage in it to the 
gallows.”’ 

If this be the character of the Slave-trade, 
what is the character of slave-holding? Is it 
not also “a felony?” Who can distinguish be- 
tween them ? 

Off this question we will quote from Mr. 
Spratt’s famous report presented to the late 
Southern Commercial Convention, wherein the 
morality of the Slave-trade is defended, by the 
same arguments by which slaveholding is usu- 
ally defended. The writer then adds: 

* But to justify and uphold this union of unequal races 
is to justify the means of its formation. An affirmance 
of Slavery, (so the report contends,) is, “in principle and 
elect, an affirmance of the foreign slave-trade.” Pre- 
scription, as a basis for slavery, is scouted. “ It were as 
just to hold that the imprisonment of aman for one year 
will warrant his imprisonment for another, or that we 
may beata neighbor until it shall be no battery to beat 
him, or generally that the repetition of any other wrong 
will make it right, as that by holding the negro in viola- 
tion of his natural rights for co long, we have acquired 
the right to hold him longer.” 

Who can dispute this? Undoubtedly the 
slave-trade is defensible, if slavcholding be de- 
fensible. What could the Tract Society say to 
Mr. Spratt ? 

And what became of the high moral position 
of the New York Times when—in the very ar- 
ticle above quoted from—it gave us the follow- 
ing? ! 

“The soil of the United States belong to the white 
citizens of it, and any portion of its area we do not now 
cover, we hold in trust for those unborn multitudes of our 
race, for whose safety, honor and welfare it is our boast 
and glory that we labor.” 





Before our Northern clergy and editors can 
meet and encounter the advocates of the Slave- 
trade, they must learn a little more self-consis- 
tency, and adventure to be “radical” enough 
to stick to moral principle, if they pretend to 
have any. 

M. E. CHURCH AND SLAVERY.—DE VINNE. 
Tur Mernopist Episcopan Cuurch anv Stavy- 
ery: A Historical Survey of the Relation of 
the Early Methodists to Slavery. By Daniel 

De Vinne, of the New York East Conference. 

New York: Francis Hart, 53 Cortland 

street.’ 

Mr. De Vinne is a veteran Methodist preacher, 
a man of sterling piety, learning and talents. 
This work of his is a very able and timely pro- 
duction. It maintains that the Constirution of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in America 
has ever been, and still is, prohibitory of slave- 
holding, though the Constitution has never been 
properly administered, so that nothing is want- 





ing but its faithful administration, to drive 
slaveholding out of that religious denomina 
tion. We have examined it, and consider the 
argument conclusive and unanswerable. At 
many points, the parallel between the ecclesias- 
tical constitutional question and the national po- 
litic:!! one is very striking. The same legal and 
honext rules of exposition are, in several partic- 
ulars, identical. Not to Methodists alone is 
the discussion an interesting one. It involves 
historical facts and principles of great general 
importance. Statistics are introduced, showing 
how beneficially the thorough abolitionism of 
the early Methodists operated upon the eman- 
cipation and the religious culture of the colored 
people; howrapidly emancipation gained ground, 
so long as the abolitionism of the Methodist min- 
isters remained as at first, and how rapidly they 
declined, when their testimony became diluted 
or was withdrawn. 

Above eight pages, from pp. 76 to 84, are 
occupied with a New Testament argument that 
strikes us as remarkable for its originality, clear- 
ness and power. Mr. De Vinne there shows 
the ‘contrast between the present and the prim- 
itive Churches, in their respective administra- 
tions of Christian discipline among slaves.’ In 
the primitive Churches they were received to 
equal Christian and Church privileges. At pres- 
ent, they are only received as slaves, and slave- 
holders are received as a privileged class in the 
Church! New Testament Church privileges 
and discipline would free the slaves, and over- 
throw the authority of the slaveholders. 


METHODISTS IN WISCONSIN. 


The late annual conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, held at La Crosse, took the following 
action on the subject of slavery and intemperance, 

The committee on slavery then reported, which be- 
ing short, we give entire : 

Wuereas, The sin of human slavery transcends 
and beggars all description, by anylanguage living or 
dead. Therefore, We the members of the West Wis- 
consin Conference, in conference assembled, do re- 
solve— 

Ist. That we recommend the next General Con- 
ference so as to change the general rule on slavery, as 
to make it read “the buying, selling, or holding a 
human being as a slave.” 

2d. That in the judgment of this Conference, the 
General Conference have the right, by a mafority so to 
change, or amend the Discipline on the subject of sla- 
very, as to make non-slave-holding a condition of 
membership. 

3d. That responding to a request of the Wisconsin 
Conference for a committee of correspondence, to se- 
cure, if possible, concert of action on the subject of 
slavery, we do hereby appoint J. L. Williams to re- 
present us in said committee. All of which is re- 
spectfully submitted. 

Which report was adopted unanimously. 

The committee on Temperance then presented a 
report which spoke strongly against the monster in- 
temperance, by the adoption of which, they pledged 
themselves to labor with all their powers, and to 
preach at least one temperance sermon in the months 
of Autumn.— Wisconsin Free Democrat. 

pant Sarde 


STILL ANOTHER PROPOSED PARTY. 


In addition to the newly modified Republi- 
can Douglas Crittenden party now in prospect, 
there seems to be another project for a conser- 
vative party, to swallow up Buchanan Demo- 
crats, Republicans, and Douglas Democrats, at 
a mouthful. Here it comes. 

The Richmond Whig (American) thinks that the 
desideratum is to prevent the ‘ Black Republicans” 
from triumphing in 1860. It considers the Demo- 
cracy incapable of arresting that result, and if it were 
capable, the remedy would be about as bad as the 


disease. It believes both these parties to be ruled by 
extremists, while the masses are in heart opposed to 





both. Without laying down any platform, the editor 
observes : 

“'Thousands and tens of thousants of conservative, 
patriotic Democrats, and thousands and tens of thous- 
ands of conservative, patriotic Republicans, would 
readily co-operate in the formation of a new party, 
discarding the errors, follies, and vices of both the 
others, and looking only to the perpetuation of the 
Constitution and Union, and the best interests of the 
whole country. The conservatives of the North have 
now nowhere to go, neither have the conservatives of 
the South, and both feeling the necessity of a re-con- 
struction of parties, and the organization of one with 
which they can consistently connect themselves, and 
with which they can efficiently act in behalf of the 
country in every emergency.” 

SLAVERY, versus RAIL ROADS, 

‘x ° . . 
Frederick Douglas’ paper has the following : 
Where railroads go, slavery vanishes ; and that is 

one very important reason for the speedy building of 
the Pacific Railroad. No Slavery would thrive North 
of it, put it in what latitude you would, and at every 
depot would spring up a free soil village. So it is 
along the railways of the Northern slave States. For 
instance, the railroad through Northern Missouri 
which is being built by State aid, is- already in ‘free 
State hands, a result that highly outrages the South- 
rons. The Columbus (Ga.) Enquirer says : 


‘It is to all intents and purposes a free soil agency 
driving the emancipation wedge through that part of 
the State. Its depots are free soil colonies, its labor- 
ers an army of foreign and native abolition colonists ; 
it excavates Southern sentiments as it does the rock 
and earth of its track ; and its extending rail is but a 
lengthening chain to connect Northern Missouri, in 
both commercial interest and political sentiment, with 
Massachusetts and New York. At the election for 
directors of this company, held last year, the emanci- 
pation question was made the test, and the entire free 
soil ticket fur directors was elected by a party vote. 
Yet the State liberally aids this road, and helps to 
drive home the abolition wedge.’ 

— OO 


Comrortep.—The Richmond South, says— The 
truth is, that the feeling or conviction of Abolitionism 
has decayed go rapidly within the last two years, that 
it now plays but an insignificant part in the politics 
of the North. Even the Anti-Slavery issue is 
ignored by the Anti-Slavery party. In Congress, we 
hear nothing about the wrongs of the negro. The 
newspapers of the North are engaged in the discus- 
sion of other topics. There is a disgust for Uncle 
Tom literature, and Mrs. Stowe is an obsolete scrib- 
bler. And more significant than all, it is now per- 
fectly plain that the Presidential election of 1860 will 
be suspended upon some other than the Slavery 
issuo.”—True Amer. 


-— 


Waar Doers Tuis Mean ?—The N. Y. Even- 
ing Post, July 13, in remarking upon the canvas 
in Illinois, between the friends of Mr. Lincoln 
(Republican), and Senator Douglas, says, of 
the latter : 

‘If he is elected, he must obey the spirit he has evoked 
in Illinois to aid him, and which is now master of the 
North, or be destroyed by it.’ 

According to this, if we understand it, the 
Post thinks that the views and ‘ spirit’ of Sena- 
tor Douglas, ‘which he has evoked in Illinois,’ 
and by which he will be elected, if he zs elected, 
‘as now master of the North.’ 

The spirit of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, then, 
according to the Post, one of the standard- 
bearers of Fremont Republicanism in 1856, ‘is 
now master of the North.’ 

Where then is the Republicea party of 1856? 
Is it hopelessly prostrated in ‘the Norih? Does 
the Post so understand the matter? Or, has 
the Post left the Republican party ? 

We have not thus understood the Post. It 
stili claims a steading among Republican jour- 
nals, and has 20 idea of despairing of its party. 
What is it, then? fas the Republican party 
changed its 1856 platform for that of the Kan- 
eas-Nebraska bill? It looks like it. 
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WHO WERE THE TRUE FRIENDS OF KANSAS! 
[From a Letter by James Redpath, of Kangas.| 

The fate of Kansas was not “ sealed,” nor the Ter- 
ritory “saved to Freedom” by the recent election on 
the English proposition. It was saved—“long time 
ago.” When Gen. Reid retreated from Franklin, 
every man of foresigat saw that the battle was won. 
None but demagogues and men ignorant of the char- 
acter of Kansas men and the condition of affairs 
there, have ever said or pretended that there has 
been any danger from the Slave Power since that 
time. No political party, as such, either in Kansas 
or the States, has done anything to save Kansas. 
She saved herself—not by voting, passing resolutions, 
or “ clashmaclavering” about laws and Constitutions— 
but by shot and bullets and cannon balls, and the stern 
determination sternly exhibited, of whipping the negro- 
whippers or dying in the attempt. If any body of 
mon desire to share the honors now justly due to the 
fighting men of Kansas, it is the National 
Committee, the Massachusetts Committee, (Ger- 
rit Smith, and the Emigrant Aid Company of 
New-England, who sent out soldiers and money, rifles 
and clothing to sustain the war. I put Mr. Smith’s 
name among the list of bodies of men, for he, truly, 
has been an host, in himself. The Republican party 
has done absolutely nothing for Kansas excepting to 
plead its cause indirectly, and directly to excite the 
sympathies of the people in its behalf. But by the 
incessant appeals of its leading managers, who urged 
the people to submit and never strike an aggressive 
blow, lest such a course should injure them, it has, 
unintentionaly doubtless, but no less certainly, prolong- 
ed the troubles in Kansas. The Eastern politicians who 
never dare to assail slavery, excepting in words, and 
never thus even, excepting in reply to aggressive 
speeches against their professed ideas, may learn a 
lesson from the history of Kansas, which will greatly 
benefit them. It is, that aggressive acis are the only 
arguments which can convince the Slave Power. As 
long as the Free State men appealed, reasoned, re- 
monstrated, talked of law, precedent, squatter 
sovereignty, the Slave Party ruled with an iron scep- 
tre, but as soon as they’struck up the music of North- 
ern Union—the first note a sharpe note—the cohorts 
of the South fell back, and soon they were utterly 
routed. 

The Free State party as a political organization, with 
its Topeka Constitution and other follies, has ended a 
history which will be illustrious only as absorbing the 
acts and glory of the military organization of the 
People. Ever since the military organization was 
dissolved the Free State Party of the Territory has 
apparently been attempting \to rival its predecessor 
in the arts and mysteries of corruption. It stands on 
its own foundation now, and you see the result in 
Minneola schemes and evasions of the power to 
abolish slayery in Kansas. 


The true and only friends of Kansas in her day of 
trial were they who fought, themselves, or sent‘out 
fighting men. Among them Gerrit Smith and Amos 
A. Lawrence stand proudly conspicuous. I don’t like 
Mr. Lawerence’s politics ; he is rather a hunker if I 
am not misinformed ; but when he runs for Congress 


here, as he will run, I shall certainly cast or make a 
vote for him. 


{ would give ten thousand to Mr. Smith if I had 
them, no matter whom the Republicans nominated. 
The Republican Party has sold us out. I mean it 
has sold out the earnest anti-slavery men of every 
grade. Where is its— No more Slave States’ war- 
cry? Why has it never interfered with the Fugitive 
Slave law,—nor tried to do it 2 Why has it not tried 
to divorce the National Government from all responsi- 
bility for slavery by trying to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columhia? But worst and vilest of all, a 
sin of commission to these sins of omissions—how did 
it dare to put Freedom and Slavery on an Equality by 
supporting the Crittenden Montgomery Amendment ? 
». If that is to be the doctrine of the Republican 
varty, the sooner the old Liberty Party, or the Gerrit 























— 





_ 








Smith party, or some other more radical anti-slavery 
party is organized everywhere, the better will it be for 
the honor of the nation and the interests of freedom. I 
see Republican Journals boasting that our Party 
now stands on the platform of the Cincinnati Directo- 
rate which that (the Democratic) party has abandoned 
for the Dred Scott novelty: a thing, truly, to be proud 
of, Republicans becoming Mussu]meh to such a Prophet 
—licking up such political saliva. I shall never vote the 
Republican ticket again (excepting only as a personal 
tribute in the case of Mr. Lawrence) until the party 
returns at least to its old creed, which Heaven knows 
is limited enough,—No slavery where Congress can 
reach it, (according to the Republican interpretation, ) 
and no more slave States, north or south, under any 
circumstances whatsoever. 


Very truly, 


JaMEs REDPATH. 
Malden, Mass., Aug. 20. 


REMARKS. 


Mr. Redpath, the writer of the preceding Letter, 
has hitherto been a Republican, and has been a promis 
nent correspondent of the New-York Tribune and of 
other Republican Journals. Few men, perhaps, have 
been more familiar with the history of events in 
Kansas and with the prominent actors of the drama. 
Few men have had better opportunities of knowing 
the influence of the Republican party and its leaders 
upon the affairs of that territory. His statements of 
facts are to be regarded as coming from a competent 
and truthful witness. Of his opinions, our readers will] 
judge for themselves.—For our own part, without en~ 
dorsing all his sentiments, we cannot avoid the belief 
that many of his conclusions are correct, and some of 
them correspond with views which we have, all along, 
held and maintained. 

Without doubting that the Republican party and its 
leaders have intended to secure the freedom of Kansas, 
we haye felt and said that their low and defective 
standard of political action on the slavery question 
has necessarily prevented them from doing any thing 


effectually, as a party, by their political action, for the © 


object they have had in view. ‘The event has justified 
our anticipations, and earnest men in and out of 
Kansas, Republicans as well as others are now begin- 
ning to see and admit that it is even so. 

From this grand defect, it has come to pass that 
the freedom of Kansas has had to be achieved by mil- 
itary force, or by the presence and fear of it, rather 
than by peaceful political action. We deeply regret 
that it has been so, but the facts may not be blinked, 
and we record them with sorrow. As lovers of peace, 
we have deprecated military operations in Kansas. 
Nor does the event diminish at all our confidence that 
the right kind of moral suasion, operating as it should 
have done upon the ballot box, in Kansas and the 
Free States, would not only have rendered military 
force in Kansas needless, but would have, sooner, and 
more surely, have established liberty in that Territory, 
than has now been done. We are not at all disposed 
to substitute the cartridge box for the pulpit, the 
press, and the ballot box, in our future struggles for 
freedom. On these, even now, must the ultimate 
security of Kansas and of the whole country, mainly 
depend. The error has not been in confiding too 
much upon moral and political action—too much on 
“voting, passing Resolutions, enacting Statutes, and 
forming Constitutions,” too much upon appeals to rea- 
son and conscience—but the error has been in trust- 
ing to sophistical reasoning, diluted moral suasion, 
inconsistent and compromising Resolutions, Statutes, 
and Constitutions, appeals to selfishness, disclaimers 
of benevolence ,subserviency to vulgar prejudices, and 
servility to despotic claims. These, and nothing else, 
have rendered military armaments necessary or even 
useful, in Kansas. 

Mr. Redpath does not err, in our judgment, in his 
high estimate of the instrumentality of the Emigrant 
Aid Societies and their supporters—the aid of 
Gerrit Smirx. These and not the Republican party, 
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haye saved Kansas, so far as it is saved. Genrry 
SMITH ALoNE has done more for Kansas, than the 
Republican party has done. 

And there were many true friends of Kansas, who 
either lacked the means of contributing much for its 
aid, or whose conscientious scruples deterred them 
from furnishing military supplies. 

The Topeka Constitution and other follies of tho 
Free State party, were follies because they failed to 
provide for the equal rights of all men, irrespective of 
color. It is always folly, as well as wickedness, it is 
always imprudent, impolitic, inexpedient, “ impractic- 
able,” for men and for communities struggling for their 
own rights to ignore the rights of others, to disobey 
and displease the Great Father of all men, by whose 
favor alone they can succeed in their endeavors. 
The true history of Kansas, whenever written, will 
show this. According to the statements of Mr. Red- 
path, the history of these “ follies” and of their fruits 
is still in process of transpiring. The end is not yet. 
No mere military organization will be likely to supply 
the remedy—the lack of moral principle to maintain 
freedom. 

Mr. Redpath’s description of the Republican party 
—its sins of omission and of commission, should at- 
tract attention and command reflection. It is to be 
hoped that he, himself, will so ponder them as to be- 
come satisfied that no “return to its own creed” 
would save it from merited destruction. That greed 
embodied its orignal heresy, from which all its practi- 
cal delinquencies have naturally followed. The N. Y. 
Tribune, by the bye, would tell Mr. Redpath that the 
motto of “ No more slave States” was never the “ war 
cry” of the Republican party. It would challenge an 
examination of the “ platform.” We are not quite cer- 
tain that its files would not show Mr. Redpath’s re- 
port of the Pittsburg Convention, in proof that the 
proposition by a few members, to insert that old 
“Free Soil” motto was unceremoniously set aside. 
Be this as it may, there is no prospect that sucha 
“ war cry” will ever again be raised by a party con- 
ceding the Constitutional right of Slavery in the Old 
States. Not even the power of Congress to oxclude 
Slavery from the Territories is likely to be a ‘‘ war 
cry” in such a party, in 1860. 


i 


GEORGE B. CHEEVER. 
Strike, bold reformer! strike again ! 
For victory echoes in the blow, 
And each brave word unlinks a chain ; 
And every sentence slays a foe. 
Now, while a bleeding nation calls, 
In tones that make the angels weep. 
The watchmen upon Zion’s walls 
Are drugged to dreams and silent sleep. 





The Tract Society is dumb, 
No heart to feel, no tongue to speak ; 
Wake with thy fire and thunder-drum, 
The dozing Church, and blanch her check ! 
Lift thy broad claymore in the light 
Of an advancing age, and shame 
The dreaming drones, and put to flight 
Pale tyrants with thy lips of fame! 
G. W. Bungay. 
—.--- eee — Lo. 
“Tue OneJssvz.’’—The party that staked its all, and 
the destinies of their country, upon the “ one issue’ of 
defeating the Kansas Nebraska Bill, and its principlo of 
popular sovereignty in the Territories, has come to ac- 
cept that Nebraska bill asits platform, and that prin- 
ciple of popular sovereignty in the Territories as it 
watch-word. 


Turn Wasuincton Union declares that there can be 
now but two great parties in the country—one national, 
the other sectiona!, by which it means one Pro-Slavery 
the other Anti-Slavery. The day of parties founded on 
economical questions has passed away. Parties that 
have attempted to wear two faces on the Slavery quct 
tion have gone to pieces, and the Democracy can rv 
longer tolerate half-way opinions or half-way mei.—-)- 
Y. Tribnne. 


A pro-slavery and an anti-slavery party must needs be 
parties on the issue of establishing Slavery in all the 
country, ox freedom in all the country! If half way-men 
are not tolerated on the one side, thby must not be tol- 
erated on the other. 
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NEW -YORK, SEPTEMBER, 1858. 
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NOTICE. 

The Annual meeting of the American ABOLI- 
tion Society, will be held at Syracuse, (N. Y.) 
on Wednesday and Thursday, Sept. 29 and 30, 
1858. Commencing at 2 P. M. on Wednesday. 
The Annual Report and Treasurer’s Report 
will be presented, Officers elected, Resolutions 
discussed, and measures proposed for enlarged 
It is hoped, that there will be a 
large and general attendance of true men, pre- 
pared to devise liberal things, and inaugurate a 











operations. 


new era of active and efficient enterprize. 
By Order of the Executive Committee. 
Wrtuiam Gooner, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
N. Bb. Thetime and place are go selected as 
to accommodate those who desire to attend the 
Jerry Rescue Celebration immediately after- 
wards, viz: first of October at the same place. 


= Editors please copy. 





‘THE GERRIT SMITH MOVEMENT.” 

Our friends in other States will be interested 
to hear of the rapid progress of the “ Gerrir 
SMITH MOVEMENT” in the State of New York.— 
It no longer elicits contemptuous sneers from 
the interested dictators of the Republican party. 
They are beginning to see in it the “ hand-wri- 
ting on the wall.” Their temporizing policy 
has been “ weighed in the balances, and found 
wanting.” The sceptre is departing from them. 
They are “ numbered and found wanting.” The 
reaction was as unexpected by them as it is 
alarming. 

Gerrit SMITH HIMSELF is moving through the 
State—visiting three or four counties in a week 
—speaking in central towns and villages to 
crowded houses—many large houses not large 
enough to accommodate the audiences—multi- 
tudes unable to gain admittance—the greatest 
enthusiasm enkindled among the masses—op- 
posers silenced—and converts multiplying. in 
yreat numbers. 

Mr. Smith invites interrogatories and prompt- 
ly answers all the questions propounded to him. 
His transparency and frankness win high com- 
mendations. Malicious misrepresentations and 
falsifications are becoming comparatively pow- 
erless. The effect of the movement on the Re- 
publican press in general throughout the coun- 
try is quite remarkable. To any one in a posi- 
tion to watch and notice them, the exhibition 
borders on the ludicrous. The nomination of 
Gzrnrir Sarru found the Republican Corps edi- 
torial in the midst of a very earnest discussion 
of their programme for the future. ‘‘ Reorgani- 
zation of parties”—‘ A more extended plat- 
form”?—‘ Fusion of the opposition”— Ele- 

ments of the new platform”—these were among 
the topics in debate among them. Douglas 
and anti-Douglas, Tariff and anti-Tariff, No- 
Nothingism or No No-Nothingism, the Republi- 
can platform of 1856, or its antagonist, the Doug- 
las Cincinnati platform--these with their con- 
flicting claims were the chief topics of editorial 
discussion—not so much, (as it seemed) to de- 
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termine what the exigencies of the cause of free- 
dom required, how the nation was to be saved, 
how the slave was to be liberated, how the rum 
ruin was to be stayed, as how “ the Administra- 
tion” could be put down by a combination of 
heterogeneous aspirants, the main thing to be 
adjusted being, a satisfactory division of the 
spous. It was at the most interesting point of 
this discussion, and while nothing had been defi- 
nitely determined upon, that lo! the people them- 
selves, or at least an earnest portion of them, 
came upon the stage, with the name of Gerrit 
Samira on their standard. Few in numbers as 
they were represented to be—comparatively few 
as, at the nominating Convention, they really 
were, the effect upon the planuers and contri- 
vers all over the country was instantaneous and 
magical. The discussion was dropped, almost 
instanter, The confusion of tongues among the 
builders was hushed in silence. It was like the 
sudden stillness that one notices on entering a 
dark room with a light, where the merry rat- 
tling of rats and mice among the dishes and 
edibles was so stunning but a few seconds be- 
fore. It was like the similar demureness among 
a bevy of urchins in mischief, when the owner 
or the school teacher suddenly opens upon them. 
For weeks past, (except in a few faint echoes) 
we have heard nothing of the momentous dis- 
cussion of the re-organizations, and elements and 
platforms of the coming opposition campaign of 
1860. Discussion in that direction is very pru- 
dently suspended, to watch the progress of the 
new “ Gerrit Surrn Movement” in the State of 
New York, the progress of which may put an 
entirely new complexion upon the face of af- 
fairs. The N. Y. Evening Post had the sagaci- 
ty to perceive this, and to give the timely alarm 
which appears to have been heeded. The pro- 
posed nomination of Gerrit Smita, said the Post, 
is but a sample of what will manifest itself in 
rural localities, all over the free States, if the 
Republican standard should be lowered. 

It is even so. The Abolitionists of the Em- 
pire State, have a solemn responsibility rolled 
upon them. Their determination and energy, 
or else their hesitancy and supineness, will very 
probably determine the shape and character of 
the opposition party of 1860, and that may, very 
probably, determine the destiny of the nation, 
for ages to come. Now is the time, and ere is 
the field, for bold and manly action for freedom, 
if ever. 


COME TO THE ANNUAL MEETING! 

We earnestly intreat radical abolitianists in 
favor of a National Abolition of Slavery, to at- 
tend the annual meeting of the American ABOLI- 
tion Society, at Syracuse, the 29th and 30th of 
September. 

Let no one say, ‘“ What good will it do for 
me to attend.” As well might you ask,— 
‘¢ What good will it do for any body to attend ?” 
What good will it do to have anti-slavery Con- 
ventions, anti-slavery societies, anti-slavery pa- 
pers, anti-slavery tracts, lectures, votes, or ef- 
forts, of any kind? What good will it do to 
make any efforts to liberate the oppressed, as 
God commands us to do? What good will it 
do to attempt the overthrow of the Oligarchy 
that threatens to crush out the liberties of our- 
selves and our posterity ? 

It will do as much good for you to attend, as 
for any body to attend. Ifyou stay away, and 





= . : oy 
if every body follows your example, there will 

be nothing done, for there will be nobody to do 

it. If few attend, little good will be done. If 
many attend, much good will be done. The 

doings and the influence of the meetings will de- 

pend very much on the number of attendants— 
almost wholly, under God, upon the numbers, 
the wisdom, and the earnestness of those in 

attendance. 

“In the multitude of counsellora, there is 

safety.” We want your presence, your influ- 
ence—you advice in consultation, your vote in 
deciding. Many important questions will come 
up for discussion—many important mesures 
for consideration and action. It is your meet- 
ing, your business, your interest, your responsi- 
bility, as much as any other man’s. There is 
the sume need that you should be there, as that 
any body should be there. 
- Come, one and all. Come, old and young— 
men, women, youth, and children. Come, all 
who have learned, and all who wish to learn, 
the duties God requires of us, in reference to 
the crushed slave. 

Come, white people and colored people. You 
will find it to be no “ white” man’s or colored 
man’s meeting, but a meeting of friends of lib- 
erty, without distinction of race or complexion. 

Now, if ever, is the favorable time to strike a 
new and a heavy blow for freedom. Old par- 
ties are crumbling. New movements are com- 
ing up. Many eyes areupon us. Our enemies 
are watching to see and to report our numbers, 
our spirit, our courage, our enthusiasm—or our 
lack of it—as exhibited in our annual meetings 
and conventions. Let us prove that we are in 
earnest, and that we have unity of feeling and 

action, in this great enterprise. 





THE REPUBLICAN NOMINATING CONVENTION, 

At Syracuse, N. Y., commencing Sept. 4, 
and continued for three days, has turned up a 
disastrous failure. It was neither one thing 
nor the other. It neither effected the desired 
union with proslavery conservatism, as repre- 
sented by the Millard Fillmore and Silver Grey 
factions, on the one hand; nor did it do any 
thing to conciliate the progressive friends of 
Freedom and Temperance, on the other. Be- 
tween the two stools, neither of which it dared 
to occupy, it has caught a fall. It has ignored 
Prohibition. It has initiated no new phase of 
anti-slavery progress. It has neither nominated 
Gerrit Smith, nor Timothy Jenkins, nor any 
other known friend of prohibition, or deter- 
mined foe of Federal kidnapping. It has pro- 
posed nothing in defence of State rights, cloven 
down by the Fugitive Slave bill. It has utter- 
ed no demand for the liberation of the enslaved, 
nor for the security of the nominally free. It 
has expressed no desire to assist the disfran- 
chised colored man. Ithas uttered no disclaim- 
er of its being, what ex-Governor Seward and 
its other leading advocates claim it to be, the 
par excellence “ white man’s party.” The best 
thing that can be said of it is, that it refused to 
withdraw its protest against the infamous dicta 
of Judge Taney, in the case of Dred Scott. 
To have done that, would, perhaps, have been 
in better keeping with its title of “ white man’s 
party,” but it would have been a stride back- 
ward, too hazardous to be attempted in the pre- 
sence of the movement in favor of Gerrit 





Smith. 
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The Republican candidate for Governor is a 
Mr. E. D. Morgan, of this city. All we know 
of him is that he has been chairman of the Re- 
publican State Committee, and that he is said 
to be a wholesale grocer in Front-street. And 
this is the man set up by the Republican Con- 
vention in preference to Gerrit Smith, in prefer- 
ence to Timothy Jenkins, in preference to any 
Temperance man and to any Abolitionist in 
the State! Will they ask or expect the votes 


of Temperance men and Abolitionists, for a no- _ 


mination like this ? 

Says “The Hour and the Man”— 

“Temperance men! you can’t elect Morgan 
if you try, and you never ought to try, for he is 
yourenemy. Will you throw away your votes 
on him, or give them to Gerrit Smith ?” 

This reminds us of the new position in which 
Abolitionists and Temperance men in this State 
are now placed. Hitherto, they have been told, 
successively, by Whigs, Free Soilers, Free 
Democrats and Republicans, ‘ You must vote 
for our candidates, or throw away your votes. 
You must vote with ws, or by withholding your 
votes, you will virtually help to elect the pro- 
slavery and rum candidates of the Democratic 
party.” "Whatever of logie there may have 
been in this appeal, may now be turned against 
them, against their nomination, and whoever 
may vote for it. Nobody pretends that there 
is any prospect of electing the Republican can- 
didate. Our next Governor of New York must 
either be the nominee of the Democratic party, 
whoever they may choose to put up, or it must 
be Gerrit Smith. Which will they prefer? 
Their votes (by their own logic) must decide. 
The falling off of the Republican vote of 1857, 
as compared with that of 1856, threw them 
into a minority, and no man supposed that 
it could be better in 1858. This was under- 
stood, even before the nomination of Gerrit 
Smith, and the knowledge, we think, had some- 
thing to do with that nomination. The New 
York Tribune understood it. And hence its 
anxiety for a fusion with the Know Nothings 
and the Silver Grays, as the only possible re- 
maining chance. When in Convention, the 
effort for “fusion” with the Know Nothings 
failed, the impossibility of electing a Repub- 
lican Governor without the aid of abolition- 
ists and prohibitionists became doubly cer- 
tain. But, with ¢heir help, the Republicans 
had a fair prospect of success. They might 
have nominated Gerrit Smith and the defeat of 
the Democratic candidate would have been 
feasible. They might have nominated Timothy 
Jenkins with a tolerably good prospect, espe- 
cially as he was regarded a pretty good aboli- 
tionist and Temperance man; and Gerrit Smith, 
in his letter of acceptance, had intimated his 
readiness to withdraw, in case the Republicans 
would nomimate a candidate trust-worthy on 
those two points, and Mr. Smith was known to 
be friendly to Mr. Jenkins. In special refer- 
ence to all this, the name of Mr, Jenkins was 
actually proposed in the Republican Convention, 
at an early stage, as the. 7ribune itself stated. 
But the Convention deliberately chose to select 
a candidate uncontaminated with the taint of 
Abolition and Prohibition. How else could 
they catch the votes of the rummies? Ilow, 
else could they shape their Presidential Cam- 
paign of 1860? How else could Republican 
Senators and Representatives in Congress con- 





tinue their disclaimers of sympathy with nzq- 
gers, and their affinity with abolitionists ? 

Well. Be it so. They have taken their 
course. They have selected their associates, 
and must abide the consequences. 

We give some further particulars, from “The 
Hour and the Man.” 

-“A motion was made by Mr. Littlejohn, to 
name candidates for Governor by ballot—had 
it carried, the Gerrit Smith men might have got 
his name before the Convention. 1t was fought 
desperately by the Weep men, and claimed 
manfully by the opponents. The Regency tri- 
umphed by a vote of 85 to 129. The minority 
were mainly Jenkins’ men or Smith’s men— 
Jenkins was urged for Governor on the idea 
that Mr. Smith would withdraw in case he was 
nominated. But he was a prohibitory man and 
a radical anti-Slavery man—and therefore unfit 
in the estimation of Weed and Greely, who lean 


to the grogshops for aid rather than the tempe- 
rance voters. 


Jenkins got 51 votes, and those stuck to him 
to the last.” 

The tone or rather the almost silence of the 
Republican journals, in relation to their State 
nomination betrays their consciences that their 
game is up for the present. The Tribune is 
despondent. Its prestige of Republican leader- 
ship is passing away. It could not whip the 
Illinois Republicans into “ fusion” with Doug- 
las, and had to join with them in fighting 
againsthim. It could not draw the Republicans 
of New York into a fusion with Brooks, Ul!man, 
Fillmore, and the Silver Gray fossil Whigs. 

hether it will renew the fight with its in- 
tended allies, remains to be seen. Its attempt- 
ed “fusion” has ‘ fizzled” into confusion, fore- 
boding a less hopeful dissolution of parties than 
the attempt at fusion seemed, of itself, to anti- 
cipate. 

In a word, the result of the Republican Con- 
vention is highly auspicious to the movement 
for electing Gerrit Smith. 1t removes all re- 
maining doubts of the wisdom of the movement 
—all excuses for not taking hold of it with cou- 
rage and energy. A new organization instead 
of the dissolving Republican party is inevitable. 
Now is the time to form a nucleus, around 
which all the sound materials of a thoroughly 
aggressive party may be gathered. 

What friend of freedom will be backward to 
take hold ? 


eg 


A WORD TO THE COLORED PEOPLE 
, OF THE. STATE OF NEW YORK. 

What part do you propose to take at the ap- 
proaching State election? Hitherto, the great- 
er part of you have voted with the Whig, Free 
Soil, Free Democratic, and Republican parties, 
You have done so, because you have expected 
to obtain from them equal suffrage, and protec- 
tion against the Fugitive Slave bill. Your ex- 
pectations have been disappointed. The lead- 
ers of the Republican party have now ceased 
to repeat their former professions of regard for 
you, as they did when they were [ree-Soilers 
or Whigs. They declare their party to be distine- 
tively ‘‘ the white man’s party.” They seek to 
make capital by fostering the wicked prejudice 
against you, disclaiming sympathy with you, 
and denying their having awy affinity with your 
friends, the abolitionists. Not a word do they 
say for you, in their leading journals, or in their 
conventions. ‘They refuse to nominate, as 
their chief candidates, the men in their ranks 
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who are believed to be most friendly to you. 
And now, under this state of things, a vigorous 
effort is making to elect for Goverrnor, your 
old tried friend, champion, and benefactor, 
GERRIT SMITH.. No man living has more 
completely identified himself with you, and your 
rights and interests, than he has. If elected, 
he will do all he can to secure to you your 
right of suffrage, and all your other civil and 
political rights. He will summon all the power 
of the State to prevent any one of you from being 
seized as a fugitive slave. In every respect he 
will claim the same rights for you that he claims 
for himself. ‘T’o elect him would be as great a 
victory for you as to elect one of your own 
number. 

Can you refuse to neglect voting for GER- 
RITSMITH? Can you fail to rally, en masse, 
and to see to it that every voter among you 
votes for him ? . 

Remember, it cannot be said, now, that to 
vote for him, would be “ throwing away your 
votes!” Nobody believes that the Republican 
candidate can be elected, and if he could, you 
would gain nothing by it. The real struggle 
will be between GERRIT SMITH and the De- 
mocratic candidate. Unless SMITH be elect- 
ed, a pro-slavery Democrat will be. And the 
vote of the colored people may, perhaps, de- 
cide the election. You have an opportunity, 
now, that you never had before, and which, if 
neglected this time, you may perhaps, never 
have again. 

You cannot neglect it, without ingratitude, 
nor without giving your villifiers and slanderers 
an opportunity to say that you do not know 
enough to maintain your own rights at the bal- 
lot box by supporting your best friends; and 
that, therefore, the exercise of the suflrage 
would do you no good. Already this has been 
said by some of your enemies. Take good care 
that they shall never have occasion to say it of 
you again. 


~*~ 
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“Pus Hour ano tut Man.”—This is a new 
daily paper, published by Geo. W. Clark, No. 
22 Beaver Street, Albany, N. Y., Jno. Thomas, 
Esq., Editor; to continue until after the No- 
vember Election, Turms:—Single copy, 75 
cents ; 50 copies, to one address, $30.00. It is 
devoted to the election of Gerrit Smren for 
Governor of the State of New York, and is 
conducted with spirit and ability. We trust it 
will have a wide circylation. 





js A new daily paper is to be issucd next 
Tuesday in the city of Buffalo, to promote the elec- 
tion of Gerrit Smuira.—lb. 





Temperance Men Movine.—Another nome- 
nation of Gerrit Smith.—A Temperance Nom- 
ination Convention was held at Syracuse Sep- 
tember 9th, at which Gerrit Smith was nomin- 
ated for Governor. For Lieut. Governor, 8. 
A. Beers, of Kings County. For State Prison 
Inspector, Silas F. Tyler, of Madison County. 

“Sournern Arp Socrety ” of Cincinnati. This 
is an anti-slavery “ Southern Aid Society,” instead 
of pro-slavery. Its object is to diffuse anti-slavery 
tracts and documents in the slaye States, particu- 
larly in Kentucky, where there is a readiness to re-- 
ceive them ; also to aid ministers who preach a full 
gospel, to aid colporteurs who will circulate the 
tracts and documents, to encourage school teachers 
of the right kind. Moncey is wanted for these ope- 
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rations. <A native of Kentucky offers “to find the 
men in Kentucky to circulate the documents through 
the State, if they can be supplied with them and sus- 
tained. Cincinnati is an excellent location for such 
a society. I'unds may be sent to Rey. John G. 
Fee, Berea, Madison Co., Ky. ; or Levi Coffin, cor- 
ner of Broadway and I'ranklin streets, Cincinnati, 
(O.); or Lewis Tappan, 48 Beekman street, New 
York. 


_ 


The Republican Convention in Ohio, that nomi- 
nated John Hutchins, in place of J. R. Giddings, 
adopted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Banner District will never lower 
the Anti-Slavery standard, but will raise it higher. 

Mr. Ilutchins is said to be a Liberty party man. 
Other accounts insist that Mr. Giddings was thrown 
overboard for his anti-slavery “ ultraism ” in oppo- 
sing the Crittenden-Lecompton bill. 





“ Gerrit Smith says he wants to be governor 
of New York to make it a free State. When 
the people of New York are ready to make Mr. 
Smith Governor it will be a free State, and 
there will be no occasion for his services.”— 
Wis. Free Dem. 


The compliment to Mr. Smith is better than 
the logic of the inference drawn from it; ac- 
cording to which there will never be occasion 
for the services of our best men. The very 

- fact of a disposition to elect them will prove 
that the people are in no need of them: they 
can either do without rulers or put up with bad 
or indifferent ones. Limping logic and _cross- 
eyed ethics. S. M. Booth could not have 
written it. 


$< _-_- 


i= It is all over with “ Fusion.” Like Napo- 
LEON at Waterloo, the leaders can say, “ All is lost 
for the present.” Unless there is some of the tall- 
est kind of backing out between this and election 
day, with three opposition tickets in the field— 
Republican, American, and Gerrit Smitrn, the 
Democracy will “walk over the course’ and en- 
trench themselves firmly for 1860—or else GERRIT 
Smirn may be the Governor! What says The 
Hour and the Man ?—Transcript. 


Tue Hour anp tHe Man says there is no need 
of a Republican defeat, and there must be none. 
The friends of Temperance and Freedom must 
march right up to the mark and vote for GeERRit 
Smiru, and have a glorious triumph.—There is no 
other way.—The “ Hour and the Man,” 





B= The State League is the name of a vigo- 
rous Temperance and Anti-Slavery paper, recently 
started by Thomas L. Carson, at Syracuse, N. Y. 
It supports Gerrit Smith for Goyernor.— Erie True 
American. 





Honest Apmission.—The Rochester Demo- 
erat and American [ Aug. 12] in opposing the 
proposed “ re-organization of parties,” involving 
a ‘modification of Republican principles,” 
says :— 

“ But the most serious objection is, that no 
organization requiring a modification of Repub- 
lican principles can be entered upon, without 
instantly starting into existence a third party, 
avowing and advocating anti-slavery measures, 
in comparison with which, Republican princi- 

>) . + ld ‘ 
ples, as adopted at Philadelphia, would appear 


‘conservative.’ _ Already the nucleus for such 
a party exists in the Gerrit. Smith organization.” 


Very truly said !—If anything is to prevent 
the lowering down of the Republican platform, 
or the complete absorption of that party in a 
new organization ignoring anti-slavery altogeth- 
er, it will be the presence and activity of this 
“nucleus” party. Let all Radical Abolition- 
ists only give up voting their own principles, 
and vote with the Republican party, and the 





inevitable result will be the re-organization or 


absorption now dreaded by the Rochester 
Democrat. On the other hand, let Radical 
Abolitionists only rally upon their own princi- 
ples and support their own candidates, and the 
Republican party would be compelled either to 
raise their standard above the Philadelphia plat- 
form, or soon dwindle into a hopeless minority. 


——_ 





We recognize no right in one man to enslave 
his fellow man—no right to do this, inhering in 
ten men, nor yet in ten thousand. To talk of 
slavery as.a legal, constitutional relation of one 
man to another, under a Republican Govern- 
ment, is to utter the most amazing absurdity. 
Slavery is the reign of I*oree—the rule of the 
strongest—the dethronement of the Law by 
Violence. An uncorrupted Court of Justice 
ought, anywhere, to decide the pretended estab- 
lishment of slavery by a law a solecism—a mor- 
al impossibility.—V.; Y. Tribune, July 14. 

What moral integrity, then—what political 
sagacity, can there be—in these who, perceiv- 
ing all this, can yet persist in bolstering up a 
party pledged to respect the constitutional 
rights of slavery, in the States where is exists? 





Corrections—if necessary. A correspondent writes us 
that it was not the rum-selling partner of Ex-Goy. Sew- 
ard who intruded into the Syracuse Convention, to op- 
pose the nomination of Gerrit Smith; but only the 
Editor who had so strangely denied the fact of said part- 
nership. It may be so. We heard, in conversation, in 
and out of the Convention, that bo/h of them were there. 
But one was enough. Our friend also thinks we over 
estimated the numbers of members, and of the counties 
represented, but that we were “much nearer right than 
the Republican presses.”” We may have erred, but if so, 
it was not for want of careful attention, nor did we put 
the number higher than some others did. In reference 
to our statement that not one fifth part of the anti-slavery 
voters could have heard of the Convention, in time to 
attend, our friend writes: ‘‘ You might have said, less 
than one fiftieth.” 
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“No reform can originate with those whose inter- 
ests are subserved by existing abuses.” —N. Y. Times. 


Precisely so.—The Times makes the discovery, in 
the case of the Drovers and Rail Road Companies 
who supply our beef-eating citizens with fat cattle 
roasted and starved, in worse condition, if possible, 
than Distillery cows in stump tail stables ! 

A sad picture of the “ times,” truly.‘ But we could 
give other illustrations, still more impressive. What 
measures of reform can be expected from politicians 
and editors who find or fancy it for their interest to 
sustain the rum traffic and slaveholding, or at least to 
do nothing for the effectual suppression of them ? 

PERVERSION OF THE BIBLE. 

If the Bible, instead of being prostituted to the service 
of slavery by a corrupt and time-serving ministry, had 
been employed by the American Pulpit as Dr. Cheever 
employs it, and as its own teachings require it to be em- 
ployed, in the service of freedom, its Divine authority 
would never have been questioned by any portion of the 
Abolitionists. Whatever of scepticism on this point has 
been exhibited among them is due to the teachings of 
those who torture the Holy Book. 


‘To sanction robbery and crime and blood, 
And in oppression’s hatefal service 
Libel both man and God.’ 


National Anti- Slavery Standard. 
We believe this statement to be a truthful 
one. A fearful weight of responsibility rests 
upon those who have prostituted the Bible in 
this manner. And this we have steadily main- 
tained. There can be no worse enemies of the 

Bible and of Christianity than are such men, 
But is there not great responsibility and 
blame on the other side? What right have 
‘any portion of the Abolitionists’ to discard 
the Bible ‘merely because it is ‘tortured’ and 
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‘prostrated’ by ‘a corrupt and time-serving 
ministry, against its own teachings? Is this 
doing the proper work of reformers ? Is it just 
to the Bible, and to Christianity? Is it just 
and merciful to the slave? No book in the 
country is held to be of equal religious authority 
with the Bible, and if ‘ its own teachings require 
it to be employed in the services of freedom,’ 
then the slave is wronged when it is disparged 
and its authority called in question. Why 
should ‘any portion of the Abolitionists’ wrong 
the Bible and wrong the slave,’ as ‘a corrupt 
and time-serving ministry’ are doing? As- 
suredly, they cannot intend to do this. 


———  -—— - © —@ ¢@o-e + -—— ° 
CAPTURE OF AN AMERICAN SLAVER BY AN AMERICAN 
NATIONAL VESSEL. 


Among the important events of the last ° 
month, is the capture, near the coast of Cuba, of 
the American slayer “ Echo,” alias the “ Gene- 
ral Putnam,” by Lieut. Mafflit, of the U. 8. 
brig Dolphin. The following is the official an- 
nouncement : 

From the Washington Union, August 31. 


The Secretary of the Navy has received the fol- 
lowing despatch from Lieut. Mafflit, confirming the 
account already given of his capture of a slayer off 
the coast of Cuba: 


Unitep States Brie Dotpnin, ’ 
At sea, lat. 23 deg. 50 min., lon. 80 deg, 42 min. 
August 21, 1858. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department 
that, after a long chase, I overhauled and captured, 
at 6 o’clock this evening, a slaver, surrendering un- 
der American colors. She has on board over 3800 
slaves, and when [| first made her out, was standing 
for Kay Verde, with the expectation of landing her 
cargo this evening. ler officers and erew consist 
of eighteen men, several of whom are Americans. 
One possessed an American protection. 

I haye put the prize under the command of Lieut. 
J. M. Bradford, with Lieut. C. C. Carpenter, ten 
seamen, and six marines, with orders at once to pro- 
ceed to Charleston, 8. C., and act in the premises as 
the case may require. 

I am credibly informed that several American 
vessels are expected on the north of Cuba about the 
Ist of October, 

Being short of officers and men, and the vessel 
requiring some overhauling, I shall sail at once for 
Key West, there to await the instructions of the 
Department. | 

I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. N. Marrir, Lieut. Commanding. 
The Hon. Isaac Toucey, Secretary of the Navy. 

The real name of the slaver was the “Gene- 
ral Putnam ”’—the name of “ Echo” having 
been assumed. The person under arrest as cap- 
tain, is reported as Captain Townsend, of Pro- 
vidence, R. I., where he “has a wife and three 
children.” . He is about 33 years of age, and a 
man of superior address and education ; is said 
to be “of a respectable family ;” and “ states 
that he was driven to engage in the slave trade 
because of ill-success in legitimate commerce.” 


Capt. Townsend is at no loss to find excuse for 
his act. He states that the slave trade is humanity 
to the prisoners taken by the warlike tribes in 
Africa; that before, they were put to death in cold 
blood, and that the captives in the Echo would pre- 
fer a life on a plantation to the sufferings they en- 
dured at the hands of their enemics in the barra- 
coons. Ile says that the horrors of the slave trade, 
as depicted by writers, are based upon the imagina- 
tion, and are only true as regards the trade carried 
on by the Spanish and Portuguese, 

Capt. T. appears to have been educated in 
the school of those theologians who deny that 
slaveholding is malum in se, and makes quite as 


plausible an argument as they do. Both the 


| rival parties in the American Tract Society— 
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the Bishop M‘Ilvaines on the one hand, and 
the Doct. Thompsons on the other—ovcupy, 
substantially, the same ground with Capt. Town- 
send, on this vitally important question. They 
ought, in all candor and fairness, to vindicate 
the position of their pupil, Capt, Townsend, or 
relinguish their own. 

The slaveholders in fellowship with the lead- 
ing influences of the Tract Society, are equally 
in fellowship with Capt. Townsend. <A corres- 
pondent of the Herald, writing from Charles- 
ton, Says: 


The slave crew,. part of whom were brought on 
in the Echo, the balance by the Cahawba, just in 
from Key West, were carried to our district jail 
this day, handcuffed. Think of that! Twenty men 
carried handcuffed through the streets of a slave- 
holding city, by the President of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association! ! Andfor what? For pur- 
chasing negroes in Africa, and bringing them to the 
New World; for rescuing undying souls from the 
night of heathen barbarism, and transparting them 
to the full blaze of the Christianity of the nine- 
teenth century ; for redeeming Quashee from a life 
of indolence and uselessness, and making him an ac- 
tive unit among philanthropists. 


This eloquent paragraph deserves insertion 
in the next defence of the American Tract 
Society ! 

The laws of the United States direct that the 
captured Africans should be returned, and it is 
announced that the President has taken mea- 


sures to do so. Whereupon \the Charleston 
Courier says : 


But why should we send them back? Do we 
not want them ? They are wanted everywhere— 
our planters want them; our mechanics want them ; 
our railroads want them; our waste lands are in 
want of them. Is it from any sense, among our- 
selves, of the inhumanity of rendering them useful ? 
We put our sons and brothers under masters to 
learn a trade, and is it humane to do this, and not 
humane to do the same to creatures that are cer- 
tainly as much in need of training and instruction ? 
‘There is no reason why we should send them back, 
but, in this, that it has become agreeable to another 
section of the Union to look with disgust on our in- 
stitutions, and we are called upon to make this sac- 
rifice of interest and humanity to propitiate them. 

When these negroes shall be taken from the port 

of Charleston, (except it be to take them elsewhere 
in a slave State,) it will be a brand upon our insti- 
tutions that should fire the heart of every man that 
loves his country. It will be a declaration to the 
world, that this condition in which our own negroes 
are, is so offensive to even our own government that 
it is incumbent upon it to use its sovereign power 
in rescuing from the like condition all who come 
within its reach. We may submit to proper decla- 
rations, to laws whose practical enforcement is not 
brought to our doors, but in this act of reprobation 
there is a taunt against which every Southern man 
ought to enter his indignant protest. 


The Charleston Courier is manifestly right, if 
slaveholding is the innocent and Christianizing 


practice that many of our religious teachers 
represent it to be. 


If the slave trade should be again revived 
under the sanction of the government, posterity 
will be at no loss to discover what influences 
have been work to revive it. 


+ 0-@-e - P 

Tae Truru ix a NuTsHELL.—“ No two persons can be 
found in the Union of whom it can be truly said the 
Constitution by its terms protect one but not the other. 
The language of the instrument and the rules of eon- 


struction shelter all alike.”’—I. Smirg, in Green Mountain 
Freeman. 


A more exact and comprehensive exposition of the 
Constitution, in its bearing on Slavery, we do not remem- 
ber to have met with. It brings the question home to 
every one. Has the Constitution of your country any 
protection for you? Ifso, what? What protection has 
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it for you, that it has not for every other American? 
Has it any? If so, what? And why does it belong to 
yourself, and not your neighbor? 

Let any man undertake to answer these questions, to 


his own satisfaction, and see whether it does not make a 
Radical Abolitionist of him. 


«Or o---—— 


Signs IN VEeRMonT.—“ We discover a limited at- 
tempt on the part of some few persons described by the 
Burlington Times as “ growing sick” of the Anti-Slave- 
ry demonstration, to lower the standard of the Republi- 
can party, and so far nationalize it as to bring in the 
aid of the more conservative of the slave-holding States.” 
—Green Mountain Freeman. 
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